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volume positively made its appearance, in the maiden
author's seventieth year. Few indeed, if any, among
English writers of high distinction, have been con-
tent to delay so long before testing the popular
estimate of their work. His book was warmly
welcomed, but the delightful author survived its
publication less than four years, dying in the parish
which he was to make so famous. Gilbert White
was, in a very peculiar sense, a man of one book.

Countless as have been the reprints of The
Natural History of Selborne, its original form is no
longer, perhaps, familiar to many readers. The
first edition, which is now before me, is a very hand-
some quarto. Benjamin White, the publisher, who
was the younger brother of Gilbert, issued most of
the standard works on natural history which appeared
in London during the second half of the century, and
his experience enabled him to do adequate justice to
The History of Selborne. The frontispiece is a large
folding plate of the village from the Short Lythe, an
ambitious summer landscape, representing the
church, White's own house, and a few cottages
against the broad sweep of the hangar. On a
terrace in the foreground are portrait figures of three
gentlemen standing, and, a lady seated, Of the
former, one is a clergyman, and it has often been
stated that this is Gilbert White himself; errone-
ously, since no portrait of him was ever executed ;l
the figure is that of the Rev. Robert Yalden, vicar
of Newton-Valence. The frontispiece is tinsigned,
and I find no record of the artist's name. It is not

1 That discovered in 1913 has yet to prove that it repre-
sents Gilbert White in any way.